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INTRODUCTION: - 
    According to Simone De Beauvoir-‘’ One is not born a women, One becomes a woman.’’ 
Women’s studies, also known as Feminist Studies; is an interdisciplinary academic field which 
explores politics, society and history from an inter-sectional, multi-cultural women’s perspective. 
It critiques and explores societal of GENDER, RACE, CLASS, SEXUALITY, and other 
inequalities. Today, women in our society display a pronounced apathy towards politics and 
maintain a safe distance from everything political. Over the years, some non-sociologist and some 
sociologist have devoted time and effort to assess the problems plaguing women and the quality of 
change in the position of women in our country. By the late twentieth century, women’s studies 
courses were available at many colleges and universities around the World. 
THEORY: - 
   The issue of EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN in India in general and their political 
empowerment in particular has gained prominence in recent times. FAMINIST THEORY is the 
extension of FEMINISM into theoretical, or philosophical discourse, it aims to understand the 
nature of gender-inequality. It examines women’s social roles and lived experience and feminist 
politics in a variety of fields, such as Anthropology and Sociology, Communication, Psycho-
analysis, Philosophy, Education, Literary criticism and Economics .While generally providing a 
critique of social relations, much of feminist theory also focuses on analyzing  gender- inequality 
and the promotion of women’s rights, interests and issues. 
  LIBERAL FEMINISM established the equality of men and women through political and legal 
reform. It is an individualistic form of feminism and theory, which focuses on women’s ability to 
show and maintain their equality through their own actions choices. Liberal Feminism looks at the 
personal interactions of men and women as the starting ground form which to transform society 
into a more gender-equitable place. Liberal Feminists include their important issues are 
reproductive rights and abortion access, sexual harassment, voting, education, fair compensation 
for work, affordable childcare, affordable health care, and bringing to light the frequency of sexual 
and domestic violence against women. 
  Ever since the passing of seventy third Constitution Amendment Bill in April 1993; giving them 
thirty three percent re-presentation in the local bodies. The main debate mention is, 
o Firstly-whether and how far women are capable of exercising this right; 
o Secondly-extension of this right to Assemblies and Parliament; and 
o Thirdly-the relation between reservation and empowerment; and 
o Fourthly-whether women’s empowerment can really be ensured by this type of device. 
Many issues related to participation of women in politics in India. Such as- 
 one:-increasing marginalisation and peripherialisation of women in politics; 
 two:-conceptualisation of empowerment; 
 three:-paradoxical attitude of male dominated politics in India; and 
 Four:-the nature effect of thirty three percent reservation of seats offices of women in 
Panchayats. 
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The feminist discourse now takes up the issue of gender bias and, in particular, the repressive 
character of the state machinery; it also attempts a re-definition of women’s issues within the state 
discourse and outside. Women as a distinctive political category might appear on the horizon in 
near future, demanding a re-conceptualization of personhood cutting across the traditional gender 
divide. 
Marxist Feminism is a sub-type of Feminist Theory, which focuses on the dismantling of 
capitalism as a way of liberating women. Marxist feminism states that private property, which 
gives rise to economic in-equality, dependence, political confusion, and ultimately unhealthy 
social relations between men and women, is the root of women’s oppression in the current social 
context. 
  Marxist Feminism’s foundation is laid by Frederick Engels in his analysis of gender oppression in 
‘’The Origins of the Family, Private Property and the State.’’ Engels says that a women’s sub-
ordination is not a result of her biologic disposition, but of social relations and that the institution 
of family as it exists is a complex system in which men command women’s services. 
  Eco-Feminism is a social and political movement which points to the existence of considerable 
common ground between environmentalism and feminism, with some currents linking deep 
ecology and feminism. The Role of Women in Hinduism is often disputed, and positions range 
from equal status with men to restrictive. 
  The position of women Hinduism is widely dependent on the specific text and context. Positive 
sides are made to the ideal women in texts, such as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. Manu 
Smriti advocates some texts such as a restriction of women’s rights. Domestic Violence is a 
common subject or phenomenon. 
  Recently, in every country domestic violence against women is a complex issues or serious 
human rights problems, such as cutting across boundaries of culture, class, education, income, 
ethnicity and age. 
 One- hand; The World Conference on Human Rights in Vienna, 1993, accepted that the 
rights of women and girls are ‘’an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of universal 
human rights.’ ’ 
 And Other-hand; The United Nations General Assembly adopted the Declaration on the 
Elimination of Violence against Women (Dec. 1993).’’ 
 The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005’’ was brought into force 
by the Indian government from 26 October, 2006. The Act was passed by the Parliament 
in August 2005  and assented to by the President on 13 September, 2005.As the 
November 2007,it has been ratified by four of twenty –eight state governments in India; 
such as Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and Orissa. However, to fight out 
the gender bias women have been given protection under Indian Laws. 
 
BACKGROUND: - 
    Women in Ancient India, - there are two side’s of thought regarding the position of 
women-One side is ‘the equals of men’, and other side is ’disrespect and positive hatred 
’.But both sides refer to prove their point, from religious literature .One side, In the 
Mahabharata-women were held as centres of domestic life and but also as privots of entire 
social organization. Manu had said –Women are honoured and the Gods are pleased. Other 
–side, Women were held to be weak-minded and unworthy of being trusted. In the 
Mahabharata –There is nothing that is more sinful than woman. But, In the Ramayana-The 
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faces of women are like flowers; their words are like the drops of honey but their hearts 
are 
Can be ascertained from sharp razor; the interior of them no one can know. 
   Women in the Vedic and Post- Vedic Periods- the extent freedom they enjoyed or the 
restrictions imposed on them. In the economic field also, women enjoyed freedom. But the 
political field, a woman depends on the political system in the country. In the religious 
field, women enjoyed full rights regularly participated in religious ceremonies with her 
husband. But women were not treated as inferior or subordinate but equal to men. 
   Women in the Pauranic Period- the position of women were lowered. In the Religious 
field, a woman was forbidden to offer sacrifices and prayers, practice penances and 
undertake pilgrimages. In the social field, pre-puberty marriages came to be practised, 
widow re-marriage was prohibited, Education was totally  denied to women, Custom of 
SATI become increasingly prevalent etc. But in the Economic field, a women and slave 
can’t own property. 
   Women in the Buddhist Period- the position of women in proved a little and no 
tremendous changes. In the religious side, women came to occupy a distinctly superior 
place. In the Social side, women had an honoured place according to the traditions of 
Brahmanical religion. In the Political and Economic side are remained un-changed. 
   Women in the medieval period- Women continued to hold low situation in the society.  
Women position later on improved due to the effects of the British rule. This time, a 
number of changes were made in the all side of society. Many aspects affected the position 
of women, such as – industrialization, spread of Education, weakening of the caste system, 
social movements initiated by some enlightened leaders, growth of women organizations 
and enactment of social legislation. 
   Women in the Post- Independence period; the little position of women in India up to late 
1940s had mainly stemmed from illiteracy, Economic dependence, religious prohibitions, 
lack of female leadership, caste restrictions, apathetic and callous attitude of men. In this 
stage, the many types of denials of rights to women, such as-money, pleasure, power, and 
victim oriented etc. 
DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF WOMEN: - 
   Firstly- Women and Work is the one side in our society. The negative role of women in the 
labour market is a consequence of their illiteracy, lack of training and skill and little position in the 
social system and lack of decision-making and lack of power. There are few women getting out of 
the four-walls of the house hold and becoming workers in both cities and villages, Reports of 
Census Commissioner in 1991. 
  Secondly- Women and Work Motivations is the one side in our locality. The motivation to work 
among women is different from that of men. Through the main reason appears to the monetary 
need. It will be wrong to say that all women pursue a job only with this motive. There are many 
importance factors in work motivation, such as- insufficient wages of husband, death of husband, 
illness of husband, non-support by husband desertion by husband and preference for work outside 
the home. However, many women were found to be working due to economic necessity. 
  Thirdly: - Women and Role Satisfaction is the other side in our society. If an earning woman 
attempts and succeeds in margining her working role, with the general roles of mother and wife. 
She will be considered as a woman, who is satisfied with her dual roles. The High satisfaction 
means being happy with the performance of both the workers and home –maker’s roles. Moderate 
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satisfaction implies marginal imbalance in the equilibrium of the two roles.  Low satisfaction 
implies being dis-satisfied with one or both roles to a very large context.  This Dissatisfaction or 
Satisfaction with dual roles affects working women’s self-image.  One side -High self-image 
means that woman feels that her work has improved her individuality;  and Low self image means 
that women feels that her job did not have a positive  effect on her personality. 
  Fourthly: - Women and Role Adjustment is the very importance side in our society. In simple 
terms, Role Adjustment depends upon role demands by the society and role performance by the 
individual. The working women have to adjust themselves in home as well as working place. But 
she has to face innumerable problems. Also the adjustment is measured on a uni -dimensional 
continuum. 
  Fifthly;-Women and Rights is the more importance subjects in our society. 
       According to 1991 census Reports-in a society where about half of the total population and 
three-fifths of the females are illiterate. There are much type of Rights assured by the Constitution 
of India to women, are- Right to Equality, Right to Freedom, Right against Exploitation, Right to 
Property, Right to Education, and Right to Constitutional Remedies. The State, besides assuring 
these Fundamental Rights, has also been empowered to enact special Laws for protecting the 
interests of and weaker sections. 
    On this stage ,the State has been taking Legislative Measures from time to time for perform 
giving preferential treatment to females and obligations of  bringing in a social order in which 
JUSTICE prevails. During the last three to four decades, a number of laws have been enacted or 
amended to ensure Equality of position or status and opportunity for women. In this moment, these 
are the three types of laws; such as –Social Law, Economic Law and Political Law assigned the 
State. 
 
THE LAW AND WOMEN:- 
   To fight ought the gender to bias women to have been given protection under Indian Laws. 
Traditional Society-Women have been PHYSICALLY –SEXUALLY and SOCIALLY-
ECONOMICALLY exploited from time immemorial; Some times in the name of Religion, some 
times in the name of Custom and some times by the social sanctions etc.But, it is indeed significant 
to note that in the last decades a good number of global initiatives have been taken to protect 
women from all kinds of violence and dis -criminsations. 
   They include the declaration of the decade for women, four world conferences on women and 
BEIJING DECLARATION. Such as– 
 One: - Establishment of the United Nation Commission on the status Women in 1946; 
 Two:-Adoption of the U N Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women in 1979; 
 Three: - Adoption of the U N Convention on Political Rights of Women by the General 
Assembly in 1952; 
 Four:-First World Conference on Women held at Mexico City in 1975. 
 Five:-Second World Conference on Women held at Copenhagen in 1980; 
 Six:-Third World Conference at Nairobi in 1985; 
 Seven:-Fourth World Conference on Women at Beijing, 1995; and 
 Eight:-Adoption of the UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women, 
1993. 
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      In the other hand, the PPEAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA-gives ‘’Equality of 
Status and Opportunity’’ to WOMEN. 
 One-Article 14 specifically provides for ’’Equality’’ in general; 
 Two-Article 15 (1) prohibits discrimination on grounds of ‘’Sex’’, 
 Three-Article15 (3) embodies the exception which permits the State to make special 
provisions for women. 
 Four-, specific welfare provision were made in Article 39(a), 39(b), 39(c); 
 Five-Article 42 and Article 44 which are beneficial for women and aim at achieving the’’ 
goals of GENDER JUSTICE’’. 
 Six-Article 51(a) made it as obligatory on everybody to renounce the practices, which are 
derogatory to the dignity of women and treated the same as fundamental duty of all of all 
peoples. 
 Seven:-The Seventy third and seventy fourth Constitutional Amendments provide for’’ 
RESERVATION OF SEATS ‘’ for women in elections to the PANCHAYATS and 
MUNICIPALITIES. 
 Eight: INDIAN PENAL CODE—there are a number of provisions inserted in the ‘Indian 
Penal Code ` for the protection of women from various crimes. Elaborately, section 294 of 
Indian Penal code protects women’s modesty from amorous wards, or singing of amorous 
songs or public place. Section 354 Indian Penal Code protects a woman from indecent 
assault of out-raging her modesty. Sections 312 to 316 deal with punishment for causing 
miss-carriage. In order to combat the increasing incidents of torture of women by their 
husbands and relatives, (the legislature enacted section-498a). 
 Nine:-The term cruelty-under section 498a includes both MENTAL CRUELTY and 
PHYSICIAL CRUELTY. Ten:-The other sections of the Indian Penal Code are— 
 One, Dowry Death-section 304b and section 306; 
 Two, Kidnapping ,abducting or inducing women to compel her marriage, section-366; 
 Three, Sexual offences including rape, sections 375-376., and 
 Four, Commission of offences relating to marriage including bigamy-sections 493-498. 
 
WOMEN AND PROTECTION: - 
  In India, there is a plethora of legislations enacted for the protection of women. Some of them 
are- 
 A) DOWRY PROHIBITION ACT, 1961. 
 B) THE IMMORTAL TRAFFIC PREVENTION ACT, 1956. 
 C)  THE FAMILY COURTS ACT, 1984. 
 D) THE PRE-NATAL DIAGNOSTIC TECHNIQUES ACT, 1994. 
 E) THE MEDICAL TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY ACT, 1971. 
 F) THE PROTECTION OF WOMEN FROM DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, 2005. 
    The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005—was brought in to force by the 
Indian Government from 0ctober 26, 2006.The Act was passed by the Parliament in August 2005 
And assented to by the President on 13 September 2005.As of November 2007, it has been ratified 
by four of twenty –eight state governments in India; namely-Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Uttar 
Pradesh and Orissa. Primarily meant to provide protection to the wife or female live-in partner 
from domestic violence at the hands of the husband or male live-in partner or his relatives, the law 
also extends its protection to women who are sisters, widows or mother. 
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   DOMESTIC VIOLENCE –under the act includes actual abuse or the threat of abuse whether 
physical, sexual, verbal, emotional, or economic. Harassment by way of unlawful dowry demands 
to the woman or her relatives would also be covered under this Definition. There are many sides- 
 one, the act seeks to cover those woman who are or have been in a relationship with 
the abuser where both parties have lived together in a shared household and are related 
by consanguinity, marriage, or a relationship in the nature of marriage, or adoption; in 
addition relationship with family members living together as a joint family are also 
included.  Even those woman who are sisters, widows, mothers, single women, or 
living with the abuser are entitled to get legal protection under the proposed Act. 
 Two-Domestic Violence-includes actual abuse or the threat of abuse that is 
physical,sexual,verbal,emotional,and economic, Harassment by way of unlawful 
dowry demands to the woman or her relatives would also be covered under this 
definition. 
 Three-The other relief envisaged under the act is that of the power of the court to pass 
protection orders that prevent the abuser from aiding or committing an act of domestic 
violence. 
 Four-one of the most important features of the act is the woman’s right to secure 
housing. The act provides for the woman’s right to reside in the matrimonial or shared 
household, whether or not she has any title or rights in the household. 
 
CONCLUSION:- 
     Lastly, men’s organizations such as SAVE INDIAN FAMILY and SAVE FAMILY 
FOUNDATION have criticised the law since abused men are not covered. Moreover, it might be 
abused by women and their families during family disputes. 
The Act not covers physical harassment and mental harassment Former Attorney General of India 
SOLI SORABJEE has also criticized the broad definition of verbal abuse in the ACT. 
In spite of all these laws-the women in India are not feeling themselves secured. Incidents of 
bigamy, desertion, violence, sexual abuse, female infanticide, force prostitution are very much 
common. 
GENDER JUSTICE is a myth for most of the Indian Women. It is indeed true that the enactment 
of laws and constitutional provisions have failed to bring about the re-quested social change. 
According to the President of India, PRATIBHA DEVISINGH PATIL-another disquieting trend 
has been that women themselves have not been innocent of abusing women. 
      However, Right’s of Women - -SOCIAL-ECONOMIC-POLITICAL Right’s and   Laws of 
Women --Social Laws-Economic Laws, Political Laws, and Consciousness of Women—social-
economic-political; and PLAN-ACTION and Women Remedies—Legal-Social-Economic etc are 
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